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Chapter 4: Alumni survey and their comments
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Alumni survey and their comments
AlU High School Diplomats 30th Anniversary

AIUSRAEEBRR 7O T LMIEEEDERKICT A ONI0FEZ LA, HSD/USHSDD HZEH U /=285 4E 5B XK
AHETHE500ERWE Lz, EFREDTTERL TODEROERPIRTED CHRF. SMEORRREED
HBEWVZE, SORFEZIRVBDHRICLEZVWEER. KRR TOT T LFREET >V r—haER=LE Lk
FORER. HXEE

750BEL SDEREHNEIEF s

High School Diplomats (HSD) is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year. With the success of our
flagship summer exchange year after year, the HSD alumni community now counts nearly 3,500 past
participants, whose activities since leaving HSD have led them all over the world. On the occasion
of this special anniversary, we invited program alumni to share their most memorable moments from
your student year, as well as how it has impacted your life down the road. As a result, 750 program
alumni (in Japan and the United States) answered this survey. Please take a look from next page.

DT 47— MERIF201 6/09/30&#,‘5“'(0) AARBIZFEEDREE (584D & L THY . OX MOAHKEFEEEOEEZFIBLTHEVET.

£z, BRICATSET—RIE. EHEBHERICEELTHYET.
The numeric deta of this survey is based on 598 Japanese answers, who ansered by September 30, 2016.
Comments are from both Japanese and American alumni.
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HSD 30th Anniversary Alumni Survey

BRETV TN

What is HSD in a word? / HSD/USHSD%Z—S5 X9 & ?

HSDIFAE &L EICKBES LK. TERLAEZTOJILT
L' BADPBMNTEEZEEZETHRBLLBVE
T, HSDIZEDDE—ZVJRA U MIRBESD
L. REBIZFDELSICLTWIFBR LS. 2hhHHh
BARBREICHEL. KULANILOEVABICEND K
DAk =LTY ! (HSD2016)

My experience with HSD
represents a real turning point
in my life. | began to discover
not only who | am, but how | fit
into the world around me.
(HSD2011, USHSD2012)

——0hA/b

=%

4, \II "
origin

world %_-‘F

%* first step
kizuna(bond) ﬁﬁ*%
j%ﬁﬁ turning point

SO - e
window/gateway 15;]

=
impact

It's been an absolute pleasure to be part
of this big HSD family. Every day I'm
meeting HSD alumni on the streets and
old friends from my program in both
Japan and America and it's been great to
have that common connection and
experience, even when meeting for the
first time. (HSD2012)

beginning

turning point

trlgger for change

87w gzm

treasure

Bs ..
opportunity **
future

DD o 5 Nt

a starting point

i, BREFXRELEDPVDOTOTILMET
ié:x/m%?—*f'{ii Lic. &/, 70T L0D0H
HPREBEEORRERBELTEY. REDHE
RPEFM#EHA TV LELZEZNDD
ELALTVWET, (HSD2006)
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Thank you so much for an opportunity
that truly was life-changing! | still keep in
touch with both American and Japanese
students and fondly think back on multiple
versions of the best ten days of my life!
(HSD2005, USHSD2006)

start

TOUZLDBEODIFTTTZXA)HBE. FOFH
Lo/ MLVaAANEREL MLaOERE. 70054
BIMLTVWED LS. SEAREFEEZLTND
WEGEDOXFLA. INDSEHILIADERE
ICANEDZEODFERDTOTTLICERDKDIC
FEOTWE Y, BEERBOEZA. HR—NHUDE
SZEWEY ! (HSD2003)

AY—B
2 I:I97b

life

195 E_ﬁ

door human

fantastic

B\ &

memories

T

I\"-

friendship

FSF5

pespective

2T B ik

age culture

HSD was a once in a lifetime opportunity
that | will forever be grateful for. | made

lifelong friendships and gained a worldwide
perspective on life. | cannot thank everyone

involved with this wonderful program
enough! (HSD2006, USHSD2007)

treasure

(<
BRE®
eye-opening
EE
wall
summer

= HEL

best time of my life

encounter

— -3y

communication W oy
MIhA

- irreplacable

h|gh school students

HSDZ7OJZAICBMEE TWEEWEZLE
T. B DTEHDEDPLD 2/=DEERRKLTL
F9. BEELREEAE VAW EZEICARSEIC
BB LTOET, HE o/ EDREFREAY)
ICLiWERE. BSORFEEVWSEHBICEAX
EoNFE L. BHEROERK. COEDIERS
HYPBESTXVEF, (HSD2006)
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7055 LTORRE. HSDTEZEHMD / What they gain through HSD
SR, 108/ TEb oL L B NE D E B0 RYES>TES TO55 ATORBER\THE L.

[English Proficiency / EiEh]

EBRFELNIVLLEH20%
=S57%IC I BEEEEESED
eI NV R SE 2 Y/l))
TIE?

BAFILA~NJL
Beginner 3%
BATRITL AL 8%
Elementary
(Vacation and Travel) 8%

HEEELANIL 22% 25%
Lower Intermediate
(Daily conversation)

HEBRELANI
Upper Intermediate
(Business conversation)

ZEBRFLAIL
Advanced
(Negotiation with a person)

pERSL AL \‘_
brofciont TO55 LEmSE B

(Negotiation with a group of people) ~ Proficiency at the time of the program Corrent proficiency

1%

9%

55%

[Communication skills / A a2 =4—avh)
[ Al ZBLTE #HR2Z2RT7O0SLEPSIF. A2 5—>3 P50 ENEHLZVNLOTT,
B IBEDAI 215 —23VAFI LA EHATLEZL, (5 B

ETHHTIIFES.
HTREDZBALZAE (FHEE)

424 % (578%h)

AIa1=4—arANA(E - EiEHE / Confidence in communication
O3I2-4—3 3 VERBIEICAENHY . BRNTHD
HFEONLHEmDIERE / Understanding of other cultures
BFEOXY - EEPRMINEBOOERZ. FEICIBETEZS
SRIBANICFRIRY B 71 / Ability to express one's opinion logically
BEDERZWHIZA. DDOBEYIIHATAIENTED

HFE %5189 575 / Persuasive ability

FZml. BFEHBITHIENTED

4344 (5784H)

3784 (577 4%%)

5224 (577 %)

Pick UP! - REQEEOEAKR (. 4S5 - EEORTHRERZFEOETH?)
HNEIZENFEL TWDDT, HFARADX =, S—FT 4 VIR EFEETT, LAMPERBENTE K1Y AR, O HR—
IWAEREZEELTVWEDT. S AICEYTHSE. EVIATOEEDFICDEE L.

- 7OYSLTORECHTZEOE (BMBICRETES LAEIEY—FKIZ?)
HSDIZEM L /ZEBDOFLE. HEOMBHBBEEVND LNILT. KEIETENT LA, Princeton TOERETIE. £E3F
CEERLRZRWWTARV., BYREEBETCEARZIX VTR, ERBICTPROTWE LR, KEIC. EFLEGEET.
BEOBHFICSAONBEWNEWNWS T Ly vy—%Hx2. BAANOERICK T EBHYE LR, TNTH. AED

i

— f,,--‘ _ } MZRLT. BEERLESE LTLNEL—LXA MIE. B#HLTOET,
¥ R * HSDTEANT: - BICDOWEERSHEEE - O3 a2 5—YavIc@Ad3ZE
m} ('l é —EOHVE. MOBOWENTHELAEZETT., E2h. BERROMLS. BROGEAARE. FhAOYUEUHTEIE
AREFXA BESCEREBFTLE. YIOTE. FhEERLENT. FOYUEYRERLICHEESHICKD. FEDIFADIC
(HSD2006) 41EP&CHH BY. ZOECELAVELE, ZOBEORBOSNITIT. STE. SEEDAENDIAI 1=4/—3>%, BLIC
Miki Otake. P&G AT IR, HFLERL. BEBRLTEDADEDIC. EBHTOET,

- Current English usage -Do you use English in daily basis?
Since | live in Hong Kong and work as a cabin crew, | use English every day. Even though my office is in Hong Kong and the primary language
is Cantonese Chinese, the common language is English between colleagues.

- Memories of the program -Any difficult episodes related to English usage?
It was difficult to communicate with American students; especially since they do not speak Japanese. Many of the students had never been to
Japan before so there were some misunderstandings about culture. One night all the Japanese students got together and discussed how we

could improve our English and communication skills. Some of us a had hard time spending time with our roommates. All of us realized that the ' f ‘
gestures and facial expressions could help a lot for better understanding among people, even if we are from the different countries. A -~

- Language and communication skills that you have learned through HSD IWANMH#HZA
USHSD is one of my best experiences in my life, at the same time this is one of the reasons that | went to university in America. Before participating (USHSD2004)
in this program, | was studying English but all the lessons were from the textbook, so | was worried if they could understand what | was talking about. EANTIUMZ BERHE

Through this program | learned many casual English phrases that were not in the books. It helped me a lot when | studied abroad. Fumiaki Yamada, Dragonair

FOIEFMIC. TOTTLEBLT. EAREMDPHS/ZOTLEOM?
What kind of qualities did you acquire or develop through the program?
RE 7075 LTOEEDS. LUTOREHLE R i HIZHLE. RELUAESR (20IB8 D 5 EHGRIR)

IEoWWEY., BRLEYLELEDL? (SEFE)

14z  —4%0OM[E (Friends forever)

ETHYTIEES. N . _
LUTRERERALAY (BHEL) 21 | BXYEADED (Interest in other culture)
Challenge 3fz  BEA(BE) ELTOBRE - 747274 74— (dentity as a Japanese)
Pride 447  Z#HHEELZR (Diversity and Inclusion)

449% (5764H) 78%

HIRL - [FER
TR - (R 57 BEA®OBED (Interest in our country)

Respect 5054 (5764%) 88%

BN - FEiE 64 A a4 —arh (Communicative skills)

gﬁff“""’atm” 522% (577 %&%) 90% 7 F—bT—% - F-LO—BELTERT ST (Teamwork)
8fI EEHEAOED (International posture)
HSD{TE1&# T# 53 key words; Of  UANY b - BEEODD (Sense of respect)
Challenge, Respect, PrideDigti& . EE
Ty h—THBEMEFER | = [ThiE] 1047  EBEAELTOERE (International awareness)
ICRALTEZEELAE!

[Alumni's Voice]

AROPBEFZBVCHEIZEOLOTEVT—MHTLE | 5TH. HHRICEATVWET, &Iich<T7OTTAIC
BML7LL T EREFTHARICHEOTHABREZ TS B TRVWVCDZREATVWET, EXKLT. 20F8 EES
FITPRBS LVWEERBVEDPAOBYNEBICEFTF > TVET ., JOTILNABMEREZZFETHEVIC
BOoTWET., ZLTC MEESHERDP DTS O>THREBES LTI R ! HiFE5H. ECOHRBMRME T,
SIS TRE. ABICEDDDYDHEDZEVWE L. (RRHSD1995)

This program changed my life, made me even more unafraid to explore the world, but also gave
me many important friendships that have stood the tests of time and distance, and gave me a
huge appreciation for the ways we are all so similar but are also wonderfully different. | love
Japan, feel comfortable with Japanese language, and have so many friends with whom | have
(mutual) standing invitations to visit - it would be like visiting family and familiarity. | love that.
Thank you all for that. (HSD1998, USHSD1999)

HSD is truly a unique opportunity that everyone should consider to broaden their perspective
of the global community, make friendships that know no bounds, and discover your identity as
well as your future. | am honored to have been granted the privilege of being a part of the HSD
program in 2009, and | still am proud of it today. (HSD2009, USHSD2010)

MR TERAE LTO—F] PF—T—ReRVE L. MIChH. ERADOFEPSEROBRDPVICEHLTIE. 20
LOBREEBRERYE L.

Yes&EZ (BHEE)

bz FRES. BICEVWTERNRDITERTICANS KD ICHE 22/

Career path = KUFEDE LD 4864 (S74%) | 81%

INETEMEIMX N—PERFELLDBE. XY NI —7 &g

il EHEI UGS TS 5454 (574%&%) 91%

BAY L oo e g \
St BIEMA S\ PEREEESBE, 2y NI - B
EOTK sy L) 5684 (5774%) 95%

participants | sg  m#A L LTTOISLAGH - BEBMHSLEVERS 5394 (5694%) 90%
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7095 LZFEEDFNHE / Alumni’ s career path after the program
RELDEIAD [5] BN LET.

HRICINE S < HSDEEE (BANEEED) JOJ5 LEREEDES - X571 2016
BHKFEFE 52% Finance

# of Alumni who went to university abroad EWholesale Trade

REFAE CTHIRRE 444 M Consulting

# of Student Alumni who went to study abroad program W Computer/Information Technology
REAS N TEFRERE 694 B Manufacturing

# of Alumni who went to study abroad program Logistics, Retail Trade, Services
HEETBINEERERE 334% [ Arts/Media/Communications

# of Alumni who have lived abroad Building/Construction, Real Estate
IRAE BHEIER 84 Healtheare

[ Others (Education/Training, Electric/Gas
Service, Public Sector/Administration)

# of Alumni who are currently living abroad

B - #%—8

TAVD AFVA BF R F—ANTUF7. Z2—I—F2 K, hE. BB, BEH. Iv>¥—. 21, T
B> L= TF A RRIT. AT TIVACABZIT AL AL ROV URNTZT l\)l/: =N
AFO DvRAND. TV Nb— BT I7UhFE

[Alumni's Voice]

7DO7AAOD7A<bD7b> ERRRANDEOERD . EEMAEANDBEOESHDE2DTERY . KETOERE
ICEIT DM Y — T LEE. NEREEANOUBCERICORDP U E L. BERICKZERVEERRER
7& SONCIEICRSBEH L TOET. (RRHSD1995)

MBEBPICTOBES V‘ﬁ%%f%ﬁf% 700 L TORBRSHFIEONTEY . 6FE>LSTHHLLS
ECFv VT RRICERERL TNSIBERTHDERLTVET ., DOBEBRDPRIFNIESDREROL.
INDOLHEANCRDHELTH. BADPEATOHEO>TCELD. BAPHEHRICEDLDICEBTESDZT o
EEZTHLTOWELWTT, (HSD2010)

| came to HSD as a timid homeschooler from a super white place in New England. | left having finally made friends
of different races for the first time, and having met, for the first time, students who go to prestigious colleges. HSD
is solely responsible for my choosing to apply to and attend Tufts University instead of the small, conservative,
Catholic colleges that my community encourages homeschoolers to attend. HSD made me realize that experiencing
global society, diverse communities, and educational rigor were personally more important to me than the religious
education my parents and friends' parents thought | should have. | am so grateful for HSD! (HSD2009, USHSD2010)

Pick UP! - MEDEE (Current job)
DT EDRALIARZTHEEZL TVEYT, BHEARIEZIKISEY. ESL(EZ/HEBELTOEZE) OILBME. B, tEaRR

EUEEY R ATEPEXMNBEN —Z T BENBNALTWET, FMDOESLEESDEZEEFHEDTNET,

- ERRREEHSDOREDHY) (Decesion making of career and its relation to HSD)
TV AN D10BE CREDEENEE /2L E>THBE CIIBRVERBWNET, TUVAN TIEELERB TV EEEDI£GERL
T HDSRVDIZDED 2/ ANEL T —LX—NDMHREBICR /LR, FAAREPAAMICE T 2EMaShBE %
(EALNY . BAFEBEAARBEAALEEVVOBCHBICHEOTLENELE, FEZOHEBOBET. BRHEIR>TBINIED!
EVOFTBRBEDNTE. KEBVOZBRMREETTZELE, EVFOEEM, SETENERD13EBICRYET, 7AUHE
D EDRETAEARBPAAN. ESLPEXUBBEZHA DMAICEEN. HSDICHAZICREHL TOET,

- SNO%E (My dream now)
FETHFAFEEIS0REZWAEY . EXUHRELTHASNZN T ETIEEAN—>T 1. DEVRABRMESR T - ABH

-y L. ZTNDAIRTOALBORLPEERELNL THEL UKAoL —Ia  ORLEPBBEL B TVET. ALALDR
(2EHSD1999) VEBBRTSD. BUERMEASDIRBHAILEOTEDOTEET. SERLOBHEEEL DD, ERERAOHREL

HFR T I N—RINFELE TRIBMICBREPERASIANTVBNT R, SOHETREEHE. BUERN — = 5BL ThH AERHSEHEET S
Yuji Abe, HSD1991 PIHFERENESETESOTVET, HERNBRES TREL, LWEITEDEEE\TTH. SOFREA /N3 TA&A I~
Resident in Alberta, Canada SRy THRE—NTBORNTEEEEDNBEIICEML COEENEBSTVET,

HSDAHEAEBHTE B2 E / What HSD provides for the society

EHBELT. INETOHSDOEESIEZ AR IR . Vision/Mission/Value& L T#B(F7= 3 DDMissionlZxt L
TEEAEDHSDDP TRE TZXAHEEHNEODIEATEZE LA,

%M HSDEFERHDHENIRUTZIBSBEALREDEERBVWETHI ?2UTIIESZIENZLTRATLEED,
What kind of opportunities can HSD provide for the society?

3634 (5984th)

HEEFEYEhOE L/ O—INVAMICHELAFIVOREOES
Opportunities for learning experiences to develop necessary skills for future global talent

SINEDE | BEMAEEERDLT TR, FNZEDQKDICRETHD (EEMHLT) ZARETEEFHZRFL
BEDPHHEZ TNz, ZOXRDIDANEDERICKESFETHER D, IPERIETUWLWEKD BRMMD
EOEBRHRTOT T LIHERD, ABDEHN S EINDSEHAEICLTIELL, (HSD2015)

| think it's a great program. It gave me a global perspective on life at a critical age. | developed a
ton of respect for Japan and its people. My hope is that more young adults would get a chance to
experience this journey. It teaches you how to get outside of your comfort zone, which is how you
grow as a person. (HSD2006, USHSD2007)

4694 (5984h)

ZxB AL RS ICHhEVWEEL . EFEREBCEROES
Learning opportunities for self-awareness and understanding of others

EMEDFE  BoBEH L. HRE. HARICERICAZE SZDIFHSDYPHWH T T L, FAOHREICHEIEL
BRLTSADFEZEZ . RIUOEFBGMEICHEDE TINAEHSDIC, —EBb > TOWEEVWERWET,
(HSD2015)

| think the goal of HSD (at least when | was involved in the program) has been to help bring Japanese
and US students together in the hope of further improving the relationship of our two countries and
to help build global citizens. But | think the program has achieved more than that because of the
opportunities for self-discovery and friendship that it provides its participants. HSD does not just
facilitate healthy relations between Japan and the US, but it is also a catalyst for personal discovery
and social involvement. (HSD1994, USHSD1995)

3784 (5984+h)

ffifEER. HYWVLBPREDF YV T7EEZONBZHES
Opportunities for career planning, future aspirations and own values

SMEDRE - USHSD7AJ T A TIEFZONABHEEICR Y E Lz, FAEFIEREICKFEFZEN S5 . USHSD
EDTBDRFNET T X TV KEANDEZP, BEICADDTIHAELIHLWVEBZES L OREZTHEEZADD
IFEEL D 2/2DTIHBRWD. ESICR>TRVWET, —EBHETE. FHHTU—MNTEFRO, DY EIDDDER
EICZDROBREFREBESZIRETHENDR T, USHSDZ OV T AIFMOT) — hNEBERAEZZE L T3 &R
C%d. (USHSD2010)

Thank you for everything. | am a proud alumna of the program and the staff and think at least weekly
about how grateful | am for the myriad experiences | was offered through the program. As | embark
on my legal career there is no doubt in my mind that | will continue to think fondly of all the summers
| spent with HSD. | couldn't be more grateful for all the lessons (and the laughter...oh, the laughter!)
(HSD2006, USHSD2007)
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HRICEHTPERARBOHRLEITE, TARITZAIC
KOTHIMERAE. ZLTERZXATINDMHE
ICHERA DN ELNER, IADPS5HZDLD
RBREHEEALTOTSLTHURITTTIESN T (RR
HSD1995)

BRIFDOFICEME BTV eLEE Lz, BRIC
EDTIE. PP EEDPEESESHIT AL OL. &
BOLULMERRT L7c. AEICHUDED ZEWE L !
(2EHSD1997)

SOBFEFDHTESZEWETY | AT oL %ML
MTDEDPENZFEARBRRIEDBHBETZELA
H. OBROGHIEA TSI EICRKHF WL ET, BF
REZEDY ., BADEEICESESTTH. LWDDEE
RTHEEREE VWS SRARRORBRIT—4 T/ L&
BEd, (USHSD1997)

FhEeERT—E. JOZSHMICRAZLZER.
DARPEERRLDEDICHBEO>TER L. £o7HB
FEIOREBRDEFOENRDIERED XD BRI ZIEY £
F220700 2 LEFHAIVERRTZEBRNET.
(2EHSD2000)

HSDTI&. HFRIIBEWERBFICHEETHDIE. B
DRETNSTHEEZHRVWTWIS I EEH DO,

SHROATOT S LEBOME L TWe/l2E. BiRE
EBDPBEREVNDTRERDPEDODFIFEL DT
LU (HSD2005)

HSDICZI L TOWARTNIFEDDAERFRESED D
TWhETL&OD. E%K@%Hﬁbbhwqﬂlasﬁé:@tbf
HLOWBDECOERL. AtEOERN. 5THD
@E%Feﬂfi,b\b\l_ﬁhtnm’(‘)%’ﬁfi%Biiﬁ“o HDHE

BEzROWHELET., AHICEELRRBRESETEHHR
feEB&Ed . (HSD2006)

INLETRHEFTEINTELOE. KEICAXKUFR

BOLWCERLERWVWET., BHOTEDIITETVET !
HHTI S B F AL TIEHR T, RERADPR S BRWNTT D
THERDOE, BLIEzmICEleiezEzESLL
BN ZLT BORAFMERSS ZEICRY KT,
HSDIZFEZICZD KD BELRD EICWBD/ZERNE
9. TOHSDODNASEFHRICH ) ET . D 5H
RICFYL2IENDELTH, SETEBYNRD
WHWEL L ERRFNIEERNET . (HSD2009)
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BRTEML LR, AEDBRPARELEDY &
L7c, HRAZIADER. BAAELTDORA, XF
ICADTH. HSDDO K5 &TOT T AICBMLIZVNE
BN P2 TCHEL, TNETRELLL HTLOLER
WWhWELED. @ROEEICBMULHSDIFE., R
WBRDYEHRFL. Z2RIEDZL. BHVHERDES
BERDPEDBNZEICRDEE L. REICHSDDO K
ECERADPHYET. TNETNDPEDSLVIED A
FEEDTOVT WOBRFELHSVRITTOET,
(HSD2011)

TR T LHE. FBRERO TV DS BICHBITS
DH—UFTELE Lic, FDLDHICHBRTDDD?
HMBEFICDOF2DOD? ZMBICEZXD KWHERLD
tt,b\b\iﬁo ZTOHRR. BDOEZR DS, BER

NICHATNDEZATT., E<TADEBS L)
ﬁﬂF'aEH:ih\ FB Tl (HSD2013)

ANEZHREWVWSDEERE OV T LB IO T A
KB LATOTTLBEDIFIDPARLOBRAEERRET
XBBEPLZNKDICBENVET, TOTTLTHER
TeA WDERTFHOTLNAEZEZRBDOIESTHZED
BAZITRELZEDICARYET, KREICZDHES.
WERMCEZTLEEYHYPEDTENWE L, b
DEXEZARZR—MNRICSBRHEZELATVWET !
(USHSD2015)

rﬁDi BRICFDZEZZEZAT<NEL. SBR
BT TCLNTWET, ZRABEORBGLI L ICHE
bnt/774t74®ﬁbT O Fl A Rl e
BNBLH5VDHVNDIENRLHA. ARV TDHLD
HOTHEEBPOWYR—NID TR IVNEERET
6%U$btojuﬁ5Aﬁﬁt:9ﬂT ARy T
DHELDENeE TRIVF—IEAEICEFEA LS.
ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁwxav7®%éhbiiént#\§%
TIREEHEVWSHWNTY ., FEOEYEFDMMHET
5P WOBRMERTOWTLNDEZ THROLDOR
TFETHDIDAZYV TDEIAICHEEAZZE. LT
BRZEADF v AZEDIE, INBIEFTANT
B TITH. COFHIFHSDZZ A TLEZIBD AR
P—DE 4% L. Z2LDHLDH NPT HIER
LTRRIBIEGFGED2EEBNET, RYICEHT
WDIENWTY, HUHESTEWELE ! (HSD2016)

It has been 25 years since | was a student on this program.
I have spent more than half of that time (13 years) living
and working in Japan. The HSD Program had a significant
impact on my decision to live in Japan. | am thankful for the
opportunity to have participated in this program (both as a
student and counselor) and am happy that students continue
to benefit from this program all these years later. (HSD1991)

HSD has immeasurable benefit to its students and its staff.
Through participation in various roles, HSD helped me to
develop personal skills, traits, friendships, and insights that
have been invaluable throughout my education, personal
life, and profession. My experiences in HSD deepened
my interest in and appreciation for other cultures and for
international work. | cannot overemphasize the importance
of this program - HSD affords youth the opportunity to
interact across cultures as it nurtures the relationships and
learning that emerge from those opportunities. We must
continue to invest in this program and others that serve to
provide our future leaders with the diversity of experience
and understanding necessary to engage each other
constructively and for the mutual benefit of our nations.
(HSD1999, USHSD2000)

Ten years has passed, and HSD continues to be one of
the most impactful experiences in my life. The friendships
and memories that come from the program really do last
a lifetime. It's a place where you can be yourself and feel
accepted at the same time. The program opens your eyes
to new possibilities, and helps you realize strengths about
yourself that you might not have known otherwise. Thank
you HSD for 30 years of service, friendship, and memories.
(HSD2005, USHSD2006)

I'm still very grateful that AlU and the Freeman Foundation
fund this program and am very proud of HSD staff for
dedicating their time, love, and energy to replicate their
positive experiences with future generations. | hope to see
the program expand and give more students a chance to
have this unigue experience. | also hope to see the program
become more competitive (in the States) and teach more
American students from diverse backgrounds the value of
a US-Japan relationship. I'm more than happy to contribute
to any goals that HSD may have so please don't hesitate to
contact me if | can help in any way! (HSD2006, USHSD2007)

I'am truly thankful for the HSD program - participating has
opened up many different opportunities for me within the
realm of US-Japan relations. The program has inspired
me to forge more cross-cultural connections, and has
gotten me to become more interested in global issues and
international relations. Through this newly gained interest,

I have continued to study Japanese and pursue many
different Japan-related activities outside of school, which has
been aided by my experiences through the HSD program.
Additionally, | have been longing to return to Japan since
participating in USHSD, and | will finally get the opportunity
through studying abroad for a year starting this fall. The
HSD program was definitely an enriching experience for me,
and | look forward to continue looking back at my memories
and experiences with the program with joy. Thank you to
all of the sponsors, staff, and everyone who has made the
program possible and fun, and | hope to see the program
continue to develop and expand into the future as well. B
BRCY ! (HSD2012, USHSD2013)

Thank you, thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for
supporting a program that means so much to me. As a
junior in high schoal, I never imagined the impact that HSD
would have on my life, let alone my very being. Elements
of the program continue to pop up in my daily life and | am
reminded of the lessons | learned, the people | met, and
the immense personal growth | experienced at Princeton.
It is a program that has made me a better person, a more
reflective leader, an engaged citizen, and a steward of
openness and hospitality to the world. Words cannot possibly
explain the meaning of HSD, but | hope that you share in my
enthusiasm and excitement for the program and its legacy.
(HSD2012, USHSD2013)

HYDBESTIWET ! There is no way to ever completely
explain how much High School Diplomats has impacted
my life since my first experience with the program. The
relationships I've forged, lessons I've learned, views I've been
exposed to, adventures I've had thanks to the people I've
met, the conversations I've had, the culture I've embraced,
the places I've visited-all are completely and utterly priceless.
Only 31 days of my life in all-but they have been the most
important by far, opening my eyes to a world that | never
had the chance, the ability to see before. Even now, though
my time in the program may have ended, my experiences
from HSD will still and always help guide me every day,
allowing me to grow, and give back what | have learned
from being a High School Diplomat. HSD is truly an amazing
program that changes the lives of countless individuals
every year, its impact reaching across to the other side
of the world and beyond as former participants seize
their experiences and apply them to their every-day life,
everywhere they go. Its impact never ends, and continues
to grow with each passing year, as more and more people
know and experience what it means to be a High School
Diplomat. Thank you so much. (HSD2014, USHSD2015)

Fostering the future together

53

SjUBWWO 413y} pue Aaains juwnpy






