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Official Greetings

AlU High School Diplomats 30th Anniversary
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In 2016, the AIU high school diplomats program (HSD) commemorated its 30th anniversary of its founding. We would like
to express our deep appreciation to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports and Technology, the Embassy of the United
States, and other organizations for expressing their support to us, and to our participants, their parents, teachers, and
other individuals involved in school education for their understanding. The AlU Insurance Company, Ltd. (Member of AIG)
began its operations in 1946 in Japan as the first foreign affiliated property and casualty insurance company deploying its
business in Japan. In 1987, commemorating its 40th anniversary of its founding, the AlU Insurance Company, Ltd. (Member
of AIG) founded the AIU high school diplomats program. Despite the trade-related tension between the US and Japan
around that time, the AIU and the HSD have continued to grow with the US-Japan relationship has developed. We started
the program with 22 Japanese and 22 American high school students, now we have a total of 3,536 alumni both in Japan
and the US. The HSD and the USHSD (US high school diplomats program) are the most significant of our CSR programs.
We are determined to contribute to the education of high school students in Japan and the US through the programs. We
hereby acknowledge our indebtedness to all those concerned with our project for their understanding and ongoing support.
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President,
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AlU BEREMRASHBITEE
Chair, HSD Program Committee
Corporate Officer,

AlU Insurance Company, Ltd.
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The Freeman Foundation’s major objectives include strengthening the bonds of friendship between this
country and the countries of East Asia. Through education and educational institutes, the Foundation
hopes to develop a greater appreciation of Asian cultures, histories and economies in the United States
and a better understanding of American people, institutions and purposes in East Asia.

The Freeman Foundation began to support HSD and USHSD in 1994. The Foundation joined AlU’s efforts
to support the Tokyo program which provided opportunities for students from Tokyo to visit eastern U.S.
cities including Washington, D.C., New York City and Princeton, New Jersey. The association with their
counterparts from the United States through homestays and roommates at Princeton, was an opportunity
for high school students from both countries to learn about each other. This continues to be the most
important aspect of the HSD and USHSD programs. As the Tokyo program grew to include students from
each of Japan's 47 prefectures, the U.S. program expanded in metropolitan Washington, D.C.; Virginia;
Maryland; New Jersey and currently includes participants from nearly every state in the U.S.

As we go forward with the AlU and Freeman Foundation collaboration, and with the help of the wonderful
staff of the HSD and USHSD programs, we expect the program will continue and grow stronger in the
years to come.

BREMDIHBAICKY . 2016FEICRESETI0FFLLA D ZENTER L.
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In 2016, the AlU High School Diplomats program will mark the 30th anniversary of its founding. A
US affiliated corporation, AlU launched the program in 1986, aiming at educating global leaders
who would build a bridge between the US and Japan in the future. Since then, we have continued to
hold a program for 30 years where high school students from Japan and the US experience cross-
cultural exchanges. We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports and Technology, the Embassy of the United States, and other organizations for their
support and to the Japan Association of High School Principals, Japan Federation of Private Junior
and Senior High Schools, and other organizations for serving as our recommenders. | would also
like to take this opportunity to extend my deepest gratitude to the members of the HSD executive
committee. We now have more than 3500 alumni of the program in Japan and the US, and they now
hold active roles in various fields. Looking ahead, we ask you to provide us with ongoing support
as we make ardent efforts to ensure that the HSD program continues to produce global citizens.

£ Rl

Katsuhiro Kannari
AU BREERZ R 7AT 2 I
=EER

Executive Director,
HSD Japan office
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Celine Zapolski

AlU SREBEBRZR 707 7 L
7XUhEFER
Director, HSD U.S. Office

EROEHFEREME. 2016F108 KLWUHSDEFHREREZED L THEVET,
AlUBBRERRTOT S AF. BPFEET2016FIC0BFEZDA . INETICH
KT OT 2 LTHHAURESREERSRTAI 2 LEGDET. 2032%08K
AlEREL. 1.504%0KEAEREICSMLTWEEE& L, JRE. JHEBE%
WeZZWTW B EFRGFRE KUBREOERD CBRE CHADICESBILRLLHITE
T, £T70T5LOTE. EiEICh/zWELTIE BITHE. BRXKZEEDT >
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| consider it a great honor to have succeeded my predecessor in December in 2015.
At a time when the program is about to celebrate the 30th anniversary of its founding,
the HSD and USHSD programs have produced 2032 Japanese alumni and 1504
American alumni in total. | would like to express my deepest gratitude to our sponsoring
organizations and other supporting organizations. | would also like to express my sincere
gratitude to the staff, including student staff, who work the in HSD office planning and
managing the program every year. Looking ahead, along with the constant awareness
of the safety of the participants at the top of our list of priorities, we will strive to better
the program, which can help to produce the next generation of leaders of our global
society. We would greatly appreciate your understanding and ongoing support.

7077 LD30BFEMDICHIcY . XEBALCICHREDOERICRHEDEES
mAWELET, BT, XU DAEBRERICHET DHIIC. —ADRELTFE
b2l DTATTAISEVHE L. EESNBOVEOPRFOLES Y. OWTIHE
ADHEOHEEFICT HBREZRTEE L, 1987TFELEE. Z2MEIIHZ . IS
BEOLEAEA. 2010FDIEEL2013FED 540%EA TNET .

CDTOAJILTHELONDEDIIRATY ., ISEEZEEL TS E. ZLIERE
PEFOBRF. MLOIHPAEOEEVWESTEPHEIATEETH., 02T
THUEDEBRDPTERT . MOXMLDERZBL T, BRLEPALETZL2TO
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As we honor our 30th Anniversary, our office here in the United States would like to extend our gratitude to our
colleagues and sponsors.

Before becoming the American director, | had the privilege of observing my two children, now adults, participate
in the High School Diplomats (HSD) program. As a parent, we encourage our children to take advantage of
opportunities that will teach life lessons, expand worldview, and ultimately create personal growth. HSD has
provided this opportunity to thousands of students since 1987 and the numbers continue to grow. Each year we
observe increased applications - in 2016 our total was 40% higher than 2013.

HSD means many different things to many people. When interviewing students, we often ask them to provide their
reasons for applying to this program. Common responses include the desire to explore other cultures, learn new
languages, travel to new places and make new friends. Our program provides the impetus to accomplish all of
the above and more. By cultivating this understanding of other cultures, we also develop a more compassionate
understanding of everyone we deal with each day, both in our professional and personal experience.

Each year, the High School Diplomats program plants the seed of this understanding and goodwill. As we
celebrate our 30th Anniversary, it is remarkable to see our former students become accomplished adults in wide
variety of fields - legal, medical, finance, education, entertainment and government to name a few. There is no
doubt that HSD has helped pave the way for their personal satisfaction and professional success.
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President,

National Association of

Japan-America Societies
(NAJAS)
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Takaki Sakai

Jt AlU RBE S (AIG 7I)L—7)
HARICBITHEFE
Former Representative in Japan,

AlU Insurance Company (Member
of AlG)
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S0BEFE. BHTEDITETNET!

The National Association of Japan-America Societies has 37 member Japan-America Societies,
located throughout North America. We are a major part of the grassroots relationship between
the United States and Japan and we are a natural partner for the Freeman Foundation and AlU
High School Diplomats Office in the management of the High School Diplomats program.
NAJAS’ support of the program has three parts: First, we create the application for program
funding from the Freeman Foundation. Second, we assume responsibility for the overall
budget, dividing the funding into support for AlU, HSD America and USHSD. We handle the
distribution of funds and the financial reporting to the Freeman Foundation. Thirdly, we are
responsible for the contracts with Princeton, the counsellors and the American Director. Every
successful programs needs an administrative core and that is our work.

The highlight for us, each year, is meeting our partners at AlU, Graeme Freeman and the
Diplomats, in person in Princeton. We can see the real result of the program; friendships
between young people, being created. Is what the Freemans wanted 30 years ago and what
we help to create each year.

Happy 30th Anniversary!

1987TEICHRIBADBREZXRIC LIZAIUBKRERBRR /07 7 LADIIEIC
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Since | participated in the planning of the AlU High School Diplomats Program for high
school students in Tokyo in 1987, we have been able to carry out our project for 30 years,
ensuring the safely of all its participants. | would thus like to express my sincere gratitude
to the organizations and people who are involved in the program. The total number of
Japanese high school that have participated in our programs is now more than 850. | wish
to pay tribute to all of those schools. This success of the program is thanks not only to
the HSD executive committee and the HSD office in Japan for planning and operating the
program. The success is also because of the understanding and cooperation of the Freeman
foundation, the HSD US office, and counselors structured by alumni from the program.
The safe and smooth operation of the programs should be attributed to their support. |
hope the program continues to succeed with your understanding and ongoing support.
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Takashi Shikanai
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Senior Advisor,
AlG Japan Holdings KK

Takayoshi Yokoyama
ETAKB LRESFN SR
ARREF R4 RFRCEO
President and

Chief Executive Officer,

The Fuji Fire and Marine
Insurance Company, Limited
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The AIU High School Diplomats program offers Japanese and US high school students
opportunities to visit the other country for about a month. In commemoration of the company's
40th anniversary in 1897, the AIU insurance company founded the program, and selected
Japanese students visited the US. This year, the program is commemorating its 30th
anniversary. The HSD and USHSD programs have produced 2,032 Japanese alumni and
1,504 US alumni. As Japanese society continues to develop internationally, the HSD program
aims to foster as many young people as possible, who are capable of deepening their
understanding of foreign countries through learning their history and culture and interacting
with people. Thanks to support from staff members and local communities, the program is able
to conduct its unique operations, such as an official visit to the head of the destination city and
a cross-cultural exchange with their counterparts in a lodging facility. | hope that the precious
experience at such an impressionable age will be effectively capitalized on in their future and
the next generation.

B—ROSREZRTOT T LATEEODESAD Z 1 —I—VITKRFIS, B
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| remember when the high school students visited the NY for the initial time. At that point, |
was working there and helped the program in occasions such as their visit to Mayor Koch. As
everything was planned and conducted for the first time, | was running around this way and that
all the time. This year, the program commemorates its 30th anniversary and it has produced
2,032 Japanese alumni and 1,504 US alumni. | am speechless with emotion, thinking that the
little seeds we sowed back then have grown into such a huge tree. We would like to express
our gratitude to every person who supported our program in various ways. For Japan to keep
developing and to contribute to spreading world peace, it is essential that it fosters its global
human resources. As many alumni have already been succeeded in today’s international world,
| hope that the program will continue in decades to come and contribute to the international
society at least to a certain extent.
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Member,

HSD Program Committee

Honorary professor,
Sophia University
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Motohiro Hanawa
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Former Deputy Chair,

HSD Program Committee
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30 years ago, one of my former students, who was working for the AlU, asked me to help to
start the HSD program. | agreed to offer my assistance on condition that its purpose is not
the advertisement of the company. Time passed. At the time, although high school students
possessed comparably low English proficiency partly because of the inadequate English
lessons in schools, their keen interest in international exchange and their burning passion for
it were no different from those displayed by participants in later years. The recruiting, which
covered Tokyo only, expanded to areas all over Japan. The alumni staff began to be involved
in the selection of participants, and their unique perspectives and ideas have turned out to be
an invaluable asset to the programs in various situations. As one of those who participated in
the work of founding the project, | am proud of its 30-year history, and would like to express my
profound gratitude to the organizers of the program. | wish to take this opportunity to convey a
simple message: never underestimate the value of what one can experience abroad in one’s
youth.
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Through the AIU High School Diplomats Program, AlU insurance company and the Freeman
Foundation provide high school students with opportunities for cross-cultural exchange
and self-growth. [t started in 1987 and | am deeply impressed that it has continued without
interruption, and is about to commemorate its 30th anniversary. | would like to express great
respect to the sponsor companies for offering it. The big feature of this program lies in the
contribution made by student staff members, who are program alumni, working under the
HSD executive committee. | have been involved in this program for about 10 years. | have
witnessed the participants starting the program with excitement, anxiety and pleasure, growing
tremendously through their new experiences, and leaving it full of hopes and dreams. This
program is truly precious and important for high school students, and therefore | hope for its
everlasting success.
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Former Executive Director,
HSD Japan office
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Former HSD Director,
HSD Japan office
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Congratulations on the 30th anniversary of the start of the HSD program. 10 years have passed
since | attended the USHSD program in 2006 as a Japanese director. After attending the
2008HSD program, | assumed the position of the Japanese Executive Director. An important
part of my responsibility in my capacity as director was to carry out major organizational
changes. In the following years, | attended the 2009USHSD, the 2010HSD, the 2011USHSD,
and the HSD from 2012 to 2015. One of my unforgettable experiences was the East Japan
earthquake in 2011. At that time, we were in the middle of the process of selecting HSD
participants. We were forced to move the program venue from Ibaraki to Kyoto in view of the
safety issues involving the Fukushima nuclear power plant. During the four months before the
program, all staff members worked together to remove the obstacles, resulting in the success
of the program of that year. | hope that the program will get over any difficulties and further
develop for the benefit of Japan and American high school students who will support the future
of the two countries.

2002F D 51 BFEEHBICERS B TCVWELEE L. FHRAXRY THRNY
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I worked in the HSD office for 13 years starting in 2002. | worked in various capacities: staff
member, deputy director, director and Japanese language teacher. Looking back on my
13 years of involvement in the operation of the program, | can recall the atmosphere on the
program, the enthusiasm of the students and staff, reflected in the expressions on their faces.
However, the true value of the program is in the fact that it not only allows its participants to
experience the best summer ever but also enables them to grow and fulfill their potential. | hope
the seeds of possibilities they found during “that summer” will growing into plants, blooming
somewhere in the world.
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A participant of HSD2000,

a counselor(2003-2005) and
Former staff, HSD Japan office
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A participant of HSD1995,

a counselor(1999-2001)

and an advisor, the alumni union,
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AlU High School Diplomats Program has provided me with opportunities both personally
and on professional level. Over the years, what impressed me most was the students and the
counselors were so proactive and dedicated as there is almost nothing left for us to teach
them. The participants grew spontaneously by embracing different culture and bounding with
new friends. The counselors spent days and nights to make the program wonderful. | always
had so much respect for counselors, and now | realize how difficult it is to meet people with
such energy and passion.

| would especially like to thank AlU, the Freeman Foundation and those associated with schools
for their support and deep understanding. | sincerely hope HSD continues to provide this
amazing opportunity for future participants.
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| participated in HSD as a student in 1995 and was involved in the program as a USHSD counselor and
secretariat from 1999 to 2001.

The difference between being a student and a counselor was the weight of the managed responsibility
while respecting high school student's autonomy. | also realized the importance of Japanese culture. We
organized and operated with the feeling that "participating students should experience the best summer
of their lives!"

| also encountered American high school students who were self-reliant, individual members selected from
all over Japan at the most empathetic period of teens, and my experience as a counselor, taught me the
importance of capturing the perspective of things greatly. It was very influential in the formation of my career.
Even now we have continued to interact through the relationships that started with letters, and we met
again with John the other day in the USA, who was once my roommate.

Also as an adviser of the Ringo-kai which OB / OG belong to, | also have exchanges with young members,
but the program has evolved year by year and | feel the program retains the spirit of embodying the
slogan "Seize the Wind!! / Grab the Core!! . | hope the program will grow every year from now on.






